
“The	  construction/renovation	  of	  the	  new	  centre	  was	  like	  climbing	  a	  mountain.	  It	  
took	  a	  long	  time	  and	  a	  lot	  of	  effort	  both	  on	  the	  Town	  Hall	  and	  on	  FAST.	  The	  
official	  opening	  of	  the	  centre	  was	  like	  reaching	  the	  top	  of	  the	  mountain,	  sitting	  
down	  and	  enjoying	  a	  great	  view,	  whilst	  in	  the	  same	  time,	  becoming	  more	  aware	  
of	  the	  fact	  that	  there	  is	  yet	  another	  mountain	  to	  climb,	  bigger	  and	  steeper:	  
getting	  the	  centre	  started	  with	  children	  and	  operating	  it	  over	  the	  years	  to	  
come.”	  

“Please	  keep	  our	  team	  in	  your	  thoughts	  and	  prayers	  as	  we	  approach	  the	  
beginning	  of	  the	  actual	  activities	  with	  the	  children	  in	  the	  centre	  on	  October	  1st.	  
We	  need	  guidance,	  finances,	  good	  ideas	  and	  lots	  of	  energy	  to	  turn	  this	  building	  
into	  a	  place	  for	  shelter,	  education,	  unity	  and	  fun.	  Thank	  you	  so	  much	  for	  your	  
ongoing	  help	  and	  encouragement	  towards	  FAST!	  Your	  continued	  support	  has	  
provided	  everything	  we	  needed	  to	  become	  what	  we	  are	  today,	  one	  of	  the	  most	  
efficient,	  respected	  and	  valued	  charities	  in	  Romania.	  Together	  we	  have	  really	  
made	  a	  difference!	  Thank	  you!”	  

Daniel,	  Ema	  and	  the	  FAST	  team	  



 

 

 

H i s t o r y  i n  t h e  m a k i n g  

Back in late 2009, FAST were approached by the Local Council with a challenging proposal, to open a large social and 
educational centre in Sacele for youth and children at risk, with the following objectives ... 

“The project would serve about 300 children and youth each year, most of them coming from disadvantaged and poor 
families, providing them with a variety of activities such as: informal education, sports, computer and English classes, 
play room, arts and crafts, music and recreational activities, and many others. The Sports Pitch between Ziurel and the 
Youth Centre will be included in the project, thus providing the children with excellent opportunities for outdoor 
activities” 

EU funds were sought to renovate and refurbish the building, with plans that running costs for the centre would be 
met from the Local Council budget. The council would then partner with FAST, who would be responsible for the daily 
management of the project and for organising all the activities with the children and youth, as well as providing the 
teaching staff and the volunteers needed for the everyday running of the centre. 

August 2012: Council commenced work 

September 2012: Building gutted and roof tiles removed 

October 2012: New roof tiles and fitting of solar panels. Access road commenced 

November 2012: External insulation commenced as building is covered with white polystyrene tiles 

Spring 2013: Walls rendered, first-fit electrics, washrooms plumbed in, central heating installed and sports pitch laid 

June 2013: Work completed and keys handed over 

August 2013: Migrated activities from Ziurel Centre, commenced operation and Official Opening 

R e n o v a t i o n  t i m e l i n e  

W h a t  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  



 

 

 

W h a t  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  



 

 

 

O f f i c i a l  o p e n i n g  

The day started with the team meeting in the Town Hall, during which the mayor spoke about how pleased he was 
with the collaboration with FAST. 

This was followed by a tour of the Youth Centre, photos and interviews with local press and TV stations. 

Many thanks go to the visiting team from Plymouth Methodist Hall Church who helped a lot the day before, 
cleaning and getting the Youth Centre ready. 



 

 

 

 

N e w  f a c e s  a t  F A S T  Y o u t h  C e n t r e  

Costina spent 20 years as a Director at NESTLE in Israel and, following her return 

to Romania, was Director at the local International School for two years.  

She will now be putting her skills into place to ensure that the new centre runs 
like clockwork! Not an easy task by any means, but Costina is looking forward 
to the challenge that the centre  

Costina 

FAST have put together a great team to run the Youth Centre.  Mihaela will continue to run the Education Programme. 

The following new faces have joined the team: 

Edy is an extremely skilled musician, playing the piano, violin, pan pipes and 
guitar (not all at the same time!). He will be volunteering his time to help on the 
Music Project, where he will be teaching a number of students how to play 
some instruments. We are certain the children will love him and learn a lot 

Edy, who is married to Costina, is also pastor of the Church that meets at 
Ziurel on a Sunday. 

Edy 

Viorel has recently graduated from University as a teacher of Sport and 
Psychology, but will continue further study doing a Masters Degree. He will be 
working at the new youth centre as the sports teacher. 

Viorel 

Adriana runs Ziurel’s fabulous new coffee shop! She recently returned from another 
city after part owning and running an air conditioning business after studying 

business management at university.  

Any spare time will see Adriana looking after the Arts and Crafts room in the Youth 
Centre 

Adriana 

G e t  i n v o l v e d  

To find out how you can be involved in this exciting and challenging new venture, please 
contact FAST charity’s Volunteer Co-ordinator, Liz Greenhalgh, in the first instance on 

volunteer@fastcharity.ro 


